
 

   Hello! My name is Angelo Nikolov. I am the owner and director of Toddler 

Town Daycare in Evanston, IL and Toddler Town Too in Chicago, IL for over 

14 years. I graduated with a Bachelors of Science in Communications with a mi-

nor in Early Childhood Psychology from DePaul University. 

   I started in the early childhood field as an assistant teacher. As time progressed, 

I worked my way up to head teacher. I used to work as a summer camp counselor 

as well. 

   I have been married for over six years to my wife Elena Nikolov and we have 

two beautiful children. My wife helps out at both schools when needed. I try my      

hardest to run my centers so they are up to my high standards as a parent and 

strive to create the same educational environment I would look for in a school for 

my own two children. 

   I am a strong believer in giving back to the daycare. When improvements such 

as training courses for teachers, remodeling in the classrooms, etc. needs to be 

done, I make it my priority to take the necessary steps in making sure it is com-

pleted. 

   If you ever have any questions, concerns and/or want to talk, please don’t 

hesitate to stop by my office. Thank you! 

Angelo Nikolov 
Director Level III 

Credential. 
Master’s In – Early 

Childhood 
Administration 

Elena Nikolov 
Director of Media 
Communications 

My name is Elie Nikolov and I am Angelo’s wife. We have been married for 

over 8 years and as an owner of Toddler Town , I have worked at the centers 

for over 8 years now. When our children were born, I began researching fun 

projects and healthy recipes for us to do at home and on the weekends when 

the children are not at school. 

Through my research and time spent on the computer I decided to share this 

information with you, our parents. Through collaboration with our teaching 

staff and myself, we hope you enjoy the fun projects and healthy recipes that 

I will be sharing with you on a weekly basis. 



 

   

 

Hello parents my name is Brandon, I’m the new assistant teacher here at Toddler 

Town. I’m working in the 5 year old classroom. I’m a Chicago Native and a 

White Sox and Black Hawks Fan. I’m excited to be teaching here at Toddler 

Town. In the last 6 ½ years I’ve been teaching coaching and volunteering, this is 

my youngest group of children I’ve taught and worked with nut I am ready for 

the challenge.  

I really enjoy arriving every morning, the kids are always energetic and eager to 

greet you. It makes coming to work all the more exciting. Looking for ward to 

working with you and your child.  Brandon Collins 
ECE Level I 

Team Member 
Since 2015 

 

  

My name is Alexandra Richardson and I have been working for Toddler Town 

in the four-year old Butterflies classroom for over three years. I was born in 

Chicago and raised mostly in Evanston.  I speak English, Haitian Creole, and a 

little French and Spanish.  I am currently pursuing a degree in Early Childhood 

Education so that I can teach beyond preschool. I have been working with chil-

dren between the ages of 1 and 13 for over eight years now and I have always 

had a passion for teaching and working with them. Working with kids has been 

such an inspiring and rewarding experience for me. In my position as a program 

counselor for young children in the past, I discovered my commitment and 

fondness for kids and their well-being. In order to provide successful experienc-

es for the children in my care, my goals are to work with parents and families in 

a team effort to help their children reach milestones and guide them through 

their challenges. I look forward to being a part of each child's growth and devel-

opment.  

Alex  
Richardson 

Team  
Member since 

2010 
CDA in Early 
Childhood  

   Hi, my name is Jaya Banerjee. I was born in Calcutta, India where I re-

mained until I completed college. I have the honor of speaking three lan-

guages: English, Bengali, and Hindi. I moved to America in 1997 and began 

working at Toddler Town in October 1998. Throughout my years of higher 

education, Child Psychology has always been a high interest of mine.  I 

strongly believe that a positive early childhood atmosphere is very crucial in 

the development of the human personality. 

   I have always dreamed of a career in which I can teach children through 

play, music, and games in addition to helping them grow in a loving and 

friendly atmosphere. Upon joining the Toddler Town Daycare team, my 

dream has become reality. Throughout the years I have continued to enhance 

my education by attending seminars and/or trainings and taking classes. 

Jaya Banerjee 
ECE  Level II 

Team Member 
Since 1998 



 

Maritza  
Santano 

Team Member 
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ECE Level 4 

Hello my name is Maritza Santano and I am the new teacher assistant in the butterfly room. I 

was born and raised in Chicago. I speak English and Spanish. This will be my fourth year 

working with children and still going. I currently have an Associate degree in Applied Sci-

ence in Early Childhood Education. I am hoping in continuing my education in Child psy-

chology soon. 

I am very warming and caring person. I always keep a smile on my face. I have realized that 

working in an environment with children, it is very hard not to keep a child. That is what 

they do best, make you smile!! I love making my children feel secure and loved. I believe 

that their classroom becomes their second home and they should have the type of bond with 

their teacher and classroom.  

Every day I proved to myself that there is always something new to learn. Just how our plan 

is to ensure learning in these children, I as their teacher learn with them every day. I am very 

excited for my new journey at toddler town. I promise to encourage and guide your children 

each day throughout the year.  

 “Today you lead the school. Tomorrow your students will lead the world.” 

Shonn Allen 
Team Member 

since 2000 
CDA in Process  

      Howdy, I’m Shonn. Shonn Allen, actually. I’m the secondary teacher in the 5 year-old 

class. I taught here at Toddler Town previously from 2000 to 2010. My background is in 

Psychology, and in the past I’ve worked with children and youth as a caseworker, martial 

arts instructor, gymnastics instructor, and camp counselor. As a teenager, I obtained a lead-

ership position at Ridgeville Summer Camp, which is where I began my career of working 

with tiny humans. 

 I can think of few things more rewarding than working with developing young minds and 

helping others to lead or live a happier or more fulfilling life. It makes me feel very good to 

see others happy, or feel good about themselves, or see new knowledge take root in a grow-

ing mind.  

On a personal level I tend to be an outgoing individual, and believe in doing the best I can at 

all times, regardless of the circumstance. I try to share or infect others with this point of 

view, and hope that I can instill this type of ideal within the students in my charge. 

If you find me silent or quietly present as my students converse or interact, please do under-

stand that I’m actively assessing them and how they go about doing things and being them-

selves, allowing them to develop their problem-solving and processing skills. 

   My name is Daulat Walani. I was born in Pakistan and came to America in 1994. My 

first employment opportunity here was at Joyce Kilmer Elementary School in 1995. I 

began to work at Toddler Town Daycare in 2007. Being able to speak English, Hindi, 

Urdiu and Sindhi from childhood, I have always been interested in teaching. I previously 

taught in Pakistan for 5 years and then proceed to teach in America for the past 14 years. 

   Having 2 children of my own gives me more of an added bonus in my ways of teach-

ing. Bringing in family experiences makes it all the more fulfilling. 

Daulat 
Waliani 

ECE Level II 
Team Member 

Since 2007 



 

Norma Mal-
danado 

Team Member 
since 2015 

CDA in ECE 

 
 Hello, my name is Norma Maldonado and I am the new Teacher in the Bumble-

bee classroom! I was born and raised in Chicago and I speak English and Span-

ish. I am currently a certified teacher for ages 2 to 6 and looking forward to con-

tinuing my education in Early Childhood. I have been working with children 

since I was a senior in high school. My first job was in a home daycare, I was 

there for a year, and working there really helped me see that working with chil-

dren was my passion. Since then I have worked in a daycare setting for 6 years 

and still going!  

Children love me! I am a very outgoing, bubbly, loud person. I tend to always 

keep a smile on my face no matter what. If I don’t, I always tend to tell the kids 

what the problem is, and they always understand and eventually make things bet-

ter, after all, we are only human. I sometimes tend to act like a child myself and I 

really feel like they enjoy that. Being around children, you don’t have to be per-

fect, because to them, you’re already perfect.  

Vanessa Kelly  
CDA in ECE 

Team Member 
Since 1998 

   Hi Parents! My name is Vanessa Kelly. I was born and raised in Chicago. 

Growing up I attended a special school due to the fact that I was born with a 

hearing loss. I began working at Toddler Town Daycare after moving to the 

North side from the South side where I had worked for the Chicago Public 

School system. I enjoy the children very much as well as cooperatively working 

with the fellow teachers. In addition, I can do sign language and also read lips. 

   Parents, be aware that when speaking to me please be sure to have my 

full frontal attention for I would not want anyone to think I was not paying 

attention but due to my hearing, this is necessary.  

   Hello, my name is Lenche Nikolov. I have been with Toddler Town Daycare 

for 12 years. I am in charge of the food prepared at the Evanston location. I’m 

also the food manager for both locations (Toddler Town and Toddler Town 

Too). I pride myself in bringing a sense of nurturing and comfort when it comes 

to food preparation. You can always find me in the school kitchen with a smile 

on my face! 

Lenche Nikolov 
Team Member 

Since 2003  




